The effects of BRL 38227 on antigen-induced extravasation and cellular infiltration into the peritoneal cavity of actively sensitised rats.
The ability of the potassium channel activator cromakalim to relax smooth muscle of the airways is now well established. The compound has been shown to be an effective bronchodilator in animal models, and more importantly, to attenuate induced bronchoconstriction and nocturnal asthma in man. Evidence now exists to suggest that BRL 38227, the 3S,4R enantiomer of cromakalim, is the predominantly active moiety and shares the same profile of activity. Further evaluation of BRL 38227 in a rat model of active peritoneal anaphylaxis provides evidence that potassium channel activators may exert beneficial effects in terms of inhibition of extravasation and inflammatory cell infiltration.